
KAPOLEOX'S DISTOMOF THE WAB

!Tho Franco-Prussian Campaign of
1870 by Bonaparte.

HIS MAJESTY'S REVIEW OF EVENTS,
>

Causes of the French Re¬
verses.

HOPES OF THE FINAL RESULT.

fly the European mall at this part and fron the
office o 1 the French Figaro, in London, we are ena¬

bled to print the whole of the Emperor Napoleon's
history of the campaign, literally translated from
proof sheets of the brochure about to appear In
Brussels under the title of "Campagne de 1870 : dee

Causes qui ont amend la Capitulation de Sedan.
Tar un Officer attachd h l'Etat Major Odndral."
This statement has, we are Informed, been dictated

t>y the Emperor during his retirement at WUhelms-
hone. It reads:.
When war was declared, and the Emperor as¬

sumed the command lu chief of the French armies,
he frequently gave expression to the thought,
reflected in his Initial proclamation, that the
campaign about to open would be surrounded
br the greatest difficulties, in the midst of
the satisfaction occasioned by the enthusiasm
which every where greeted his footsteps many ob¬
served the look of sadness with which he llstcued to
shoots or "Onward to Berlin 1" uttered by the ex¬

cited multitude.i s if the euterprlse were destined
to be merely a military promenade, and a march lor-
ward would suffice to vanquish the natlou of Europe
must thoroughly exercised In the profession or arms
-and best prej uied for war. The Emperor knew that
Prussia wus ready to call out lu a short time boo.ood
men, and, with tne aid of the Southern States of
Germany, could count upon 1,190,000 soldiers. France
was only alee to muster W0,0/Qi and, as tlie number
of fighting men is never more than ou§-hiU tne
actual effective lorce, Germany was In a position to
bring Into the Held 650,000 inen, while we had only
about 3co,ooh {o Confront the enemy. To compen¬
sate for this numerical inferiority It was
necessary for us by a rapid movement to
icross the Rhine, separate Southern Germany
Irom the North German Confederation, and by
tho eclat of a first success secure the alliance of
TAilstrta and Italy, if we were able to prevent tuo
armies of Southern GerffiaftJT from forming their
junction with those of the North the effective
strength of tuo Prussians would be reduced 200,000
l ieu, and the disproportion between tue number of
combatants thus much diminished. 11 Austria and
.H alv made common cause wi ti France then the su¬
periority ef uumoers would be m our favor.
The Emperor's p an of campaign.which ho con¬

fided, at Pans, to Marshals MacMahon and Lebceuf
aloue.was to mass 150,000 men at Aletz, 100,000 at
Strasbourg aud 50,000 ut the Camp of Chalons.
The concentration of the first two armies. on" on

the burre and tne other on the Rhine, did not reveal
hie protects; lor the enemy was left In uncertainly
as to whether the attack would be made against the
Rhenish provinces or upou the duchy of Baden.
As soon as the t: oops should have been concen¬

trated at the points indicated it was the Emperor's
Iurpose to immediate y unite the two armies of
leiz and Strasbouig, and, at tue head or 250,000
men, to cross the Rhine at M&xau, leaving at his
right the mrtress of Roxtadt and at his lett tnat of
Germershelm. Reaching the other side of the
Rhine he would have lorced the btates of the South
to observe neutrality and would then have hurried
en to eueounter the Prussians. While this move¬
ment was lu course ef execution the 60,ooo men at
Chalons, under the command of Marshal Canro-
bert, were to proceed to Metz to protect the rear of
the army and to guard the northeastern frontier.
Ai the same time our fleet cruising in the Baltic
would have held stationary, In the north of Prussia,
a pari of the enemy's forces, oollged to defeud the
coasts threatened with Invasion.
inesole cnauce or this plan sucoeeding was to

surpass the euemydn rapidity of movement. To
a coinp ish this It was necessary to muster in a very
few days, ut the points decided upon, not only the
number ot men required, but also the esseutlal ac¬
cessories of the projected campaign, such as wagon
equipages, artillery parks pontoon train, gunboats
to cover the passage ol the Rhine, and. finally, the
commissariat necessary to supply a large army on
the march.
The Emperor flattered himself with the hope of

attaining these results, aud in this he was de¬
ceived; as, iu met, everybody was led astray by the
supposition that, by means oi the railways, men
could be concentrate l aud horses and maMrlet
brought lorward with the order and precision in-
dispensable to success, where preparation had not
beta made long in advance by a vigilant udniliiis-
tration. . * ;r-
The delays Incurred arose. In A great measure,

from the defects ol our mbiutry organization, as it
tas existed for the last fifty years, and which re-
veaieu themselves from the very beginning.
Instead of having, as is the case w.ta Prussia, army

corps always in an organized state, recrui/ea in lite
oi oviuce itsUl, and possessing on the spot their ma-
tenet and complete accessories, In France the troops
composing an" army uro dispersed over the whole
country, wltl-e the materiel is stored in different
cinea, in crowded magazines. [Three years ago
orders were given by the Emperor to ascertain the
time necessary to set uji the wagons dismounted at
Vernon, whet) It was proved that this simple opera-
lien would require six months'labor. These wagons
were thereupon divided between Paris, Chalons and
Batory. Tne concentration still remained too great
ami has been fraught with deplorable consequences.]

lu case It is aeel <ed to form an active division
upon any given point of the frontier the artihery
W neraiij comes from some distant place and the
train equipage and ambulances from Paris and Ver¬
dun. Nearly all the munitions and p.ovlsions are
bi ought truiu the capital; as lor the soldiers of the
reserve, they rejoin their regiments from all parts of
Fiance. The consequence is that the railways are
lti->uiilclent for the transportation of the men, horses
itn<I inaieriet; couiuslou takes place everywhere,
and 'he railway stations are oiten encumbered with
objects of winch Hie nature aud the destination are
equally Ignored.

in isffi the Emperor had resolved that the recruits
of ibo second poiuon oi the annual contingent
should be united In the depots of their respective
provinces, thence to be dratted, in time of war, into
the regiments destined tor the campaign. This plan
combined the advantages of the Prussian to those of
"the French system. Tne men belonging to the re¬
serve being simply obliged to go from their place of
residence to he principal town of the department,
were there assembled, speedily equipped ana di¬
vided among the different regiments. Still, al-
tnough rapidly completed, the regiments were not,
ns in i russia, made up from the population of an
entire province.

Unfortunately, this plan wan modified by the War
Office in 1808, and each soldier, alter being mus¬
tered luto the se. vice, was immediately assigned to
u regiment. The result was that in 1870, wheu the
reserve was called out, the men belonging to it, in
order to rejoin their various regiments, were, In
many instanocs, obliged to follow a long and com-
jil.cated route. Thus, fqj; example, the men who
tveio at Strasbourg, and whose regiments were
actually stationed in Alsace, Instead of at pneo Join¬
ing the ranks at Strasbourg, were d£zit to their re¬
ap.cuvc regimental depots, which might be In the
south ol France, or even in Algiers, anu were thence
oonged te return again to Strasbourg for incorpora¬
tion. it may i>c easily conceived what delays iu the
assembling of the troops we.o caused by such an
organization us Hits.
The same fact existed with respect to the camp¬

ing material, the ambulance wagons and the officers'
transportation, instead of being distributed amongt no depots Ui the centre of each department of tne
empire, 'hoy were ail stored in a limited number of
iiuliiaiy warehouses, so tnat muny troops belongingto the reserve were torced lo join their corps only
irapcriect .y equipped, destitute ol haversacks, teutes-
flbM. pannikins, saucepans and cauip kettles, all op-
jec.x of first necessity.

. To thcoe defects must be added the limited power
entrusted to the generals la command of the depart-
mentt and to tho military comml'-sarltt. The most
titling thing inquired a mial.terlalauthorization,
it wus, lor lusutuce, l..>puis,u:o to distribute to
officers or men the most indispensable adjuncts.
even tho necessary arms.without an express order
from 1'orls.

. This administrative routine deprived the generals
of the activity and foresight winch may sometimes
remedy defective orffitlllzatien.
We hasten to add. however, that, to make up an

army, less account must he taken of Individual in¬
telligence tinni of a substantial organization, moved
by simple machinery, and capable or working regu¬
larly is time of war, because it has been habituated
to working regularty in time of peace.

Yet, notwithstanding all tlie deceptions vc en¬
countered, justice must be rendered to the function¬
aries at the War Office, Who, at a moment of pro¬
found tranquillity, were luvested|wlth ihe task or
setting In motion the entire military power of
France. Taking lnio consideration tne defective
French administration, it was, In reality, a tour de
/one to bring iutoUne, In so brier a period, armies
Jiitoruple.ely formed, no previous measure, lor the
purpose having been carried Into effect.
No doubt the objection will be made that some, at

{east, of the taints Ueretolore mentioned ought to
tave been remedied in advance. But tuo difficulty

gif conquering inveterate habits and prejudices mrn-t
notbq loigotteu. The Chambers, too, persistently
ferased the aid necessary to accomplish the most
important reforms. Who dpes upt rememoer t he ob¬
jections aud protests' ions to which tlie lull provid¬
ing for a new military organization gave rise t Tho
Opposition adhered to tt.eir vain theory of levies en
vnasse, and the bin was everywhere badiy received.
On the other hand, the Eruperor, confident in the
atvmlos which had achieved such glorious successesin the Crimen and in Itnly, was not Indisposed to
.Believe that their iriesixtibic rush (c an) would com¬
pensate lot fnauy deflctencies find render victory
Jtssureo. Ills illusions were not of long flfr&fi. n.
, The Arfhy Of Metz, instead of 150,coo men onlyinustered 100,000; that of btrasnouig only ti.oto, in-
ntead of 100,000, wfipo tho corps of Mantial t'uuro-
Vert U*4 a fill djvijiOa at i'arts gnfl qnotu^r at

Bolssons. His artillery, as well as his cavalry was
not ready. Hurl tier, no army corps was even vet
completely im nmiie<l with "the equipments neces¬
sary fur taking the Uoltl.

lite Etupeor gave precise orders to the effect that
the ttrilval of the uiIs.-<1iik reg menis should be
pushed on, but he was obeyed slowly, excuses
beititr made that It was impossible to leave Algeria,
Paris and Lyons without garrisons.

Nevertheless, the hope of carrying out the origi¬
nal plan of the campaign was not lost. It was
thought that, the enemy would not be ready belore
tut. Tits movements were not known, nor In what
quarter his forces were being massed; und It was
with a view ordeterniining these things that, on me
'id of Anuust, tentative steps were taken at Saar-
biuok. flat, on the 4th, ihe attack upon the
Dottay division at Wcissemhonrg hv Imposing
forces, and, two duys later, the glorious and lutal
battle of trclschweiler, caused all uncertainty to
pass away.
On the same day, the cih of Atignst, the army

corps of General Frossard had a hand to hand
struggle with a large body or the enemy upon the
heights or bpiekereu, and. although me result of this
engagement may not have t een favorable, It may be
affirmed that If the two divisions which were in a
position to support General Frossard had executed
more promptly the orders which they had received
from Marshal Bazaine we should upon that day
have carried off the victory.
However this may be, our position was critical.

By the bold lultialive of the German troops, who
poured in simultaneously by the Harre and by the
Rhine, we were caught m the very act of formation.
The corps of Oeneral de Fallly had not had time to
retnforco that of Marshal MacMubon, and found
Itself cutoff frotn the Army of Metz; the corps of
General Uoua?, which was slowly mustering at Bel-
fort, lound itself far distant from the theatre of
military operations; and the army of Marshal Can-
robert was not yot completely formed ut the camp
of Chalons.
Under these circumstances, profoundly depressed

at witnessing all his combinations destroyed, and
driven In these rew days to think no longer of any
but a defensive position, tho Emperor resolved im¬
mediately to lead back tho army to the camp of
Chalons, where it might have gathered togetuer
the debris of Marshal MacMahon's army,
Ftully's corps and that or Oouay. This
plan, when communicated to Paris, was at first
approved by the Council of Ministers; but, two days
afterwards, a letter from M. E. Oliivler informed the
Emperor that, upon mature consideration, the
Council had decided that 11 hud been too hasty in
approving the retreat of the anny upon Chalons,
stuce the abandonment of Lorraine could only pro¬
duce a deploraolc effect on the public mind; iu con¬
sequence of this he advlsod the Emperor to renounce
his project. For the moment, there!ore, lite Emperor
yielded to this counsel.
Thd effective force of the Army of Metz was

brought up to 140,000 by the arrival of Marshal
Canrobert with two <ilu*ipps uud the re¬
serve, Unci It received orders 7qr JW ctwept/atipn
arouud Metz, la the h#:>e that It might be
able to fall upon one of the Prussian armies before
they had effected their junction. Unfortu¬
nately, as if in this campaign all the elements of
success for us were to be wanting, not only was the
(offceuti aiioit of the arhiy retarded by the combat at
Splekeren and by iho bad weather, hut Us action
was paralyzed by tne absolute Ignorance in which
we always remained concerning the position and the
strength of the hostile armies. Bo well did the
Prussians conceal their movements behind the
formidable shelter of cavairv which they deployed
before them in all directions ihqt, notwithstanding
the most pe"fSev4rIfl4 Inquiries, ii las never really

where the mass or their troops was, nor, la
COhsequence, where! otir chief efforts should be
directed. On the 14th of August, as alsd Oil tne ISft
110 one imagined that the whole Prussian army had
to be dealt with; no one doubted at Gravelotte that
Verdun could easily be reached on the morrow. At
Paris they were no better informed than we.

.mel?.ncho1* 0Pen|nZ4 of tne campaign
must, naturally enough, have affected public oplnton
in a painful manner. The Emperor felt that he was
held responsible for the wretched situation of the
army, while that army was charging Marshal
l.ebu'uf wifh the delays and with the insufficiency of
tho organization. Ho decided, therefore, to give
the command to Marshal Bazaine, whese ability was
recognized on all sides, and to suppress the func¬
tions of the post of Major General.
While these events-were taking place several gen-

erals implored tne Emperor to leave the army, point¬
ing out that it might happen that communication
with Pans would be cut off, and that then, locked
up in Metz and separated from the rest of France,
tne head 01 tne State would be Incapacitated for com
dueling the ailairs of the Country or of giving them
proper direction, and that revolutionary agitations
might arise from this situation.
These considerations had an Indisputable weight

which did not escape the Emperor, who, however,
did not wish to leave tho army until It bud recrossed
tne Moselle on to tne felt bank.
This movement, of which Marshal Bazaine fully

appreciated the Importance, the Emperor burned
on as Much as possible; but the bad weather and
the encumbrance of baggago delayed its prompt
execution.
Arrived at Gravelotte the Emperor, not foreseeing

a general battle, and only looking for partial en¬
gagements, which might retard tne march of the
army, decided to precede it to Chalons. He left on
the morning of the lfttlt of August, and passed hv
Oonfians and Etala without meeting a single enemv
on 1.1s route, '

-T «

But the uninterrupted succession of disasters had
produced m Parts a strong impression, and tho
Ministers, uneasy at this state of affairs, had
thought that up to a certain point they could free
themselves from the constitutional authority belong.
Ing tq tho Emperor only, since he hdd simply given
to the Empress regent restricted powers. Thev
therefore convoked tne Chambers, Without even a
roiereuce (0 the Emperor; and irom the time of
their assembly itwas, as it always is in nubile calami¬
ties, the opposition whtctt, saw its influence increase,
which paralyzed the patriotism of the majority
ami the progress of the government.
From this period Ministers appeared afraid to pro¬

nounce tne name of the Eotperor: and he, who had
quitted the army, anil had only relinquished the
command in order to resume the reins of govern¬
ment, soon discovered that it would be Impossible
for him to play out the part which belonged to him.
As soon as he reached me camp of Chalons the

Emperor found there the Duke of Magenta and
General!roclm; the latter had been nominated br
the Minister ol War commander of the troops at
the camp. Tbeso two general officers were sum¬
moned by the Emperor to a council, at which there
were present Punce Napoleon, General Schmitz
General Troehu'a chief staff officer, and General
Bern.aut, the commander of the National Garde
Mobile. It was decided that the Emperor sboitld
nominate General Trochu to the command of tho
army in l'arls: that the troops collected at Chalons
should be directed towards the capital uuder the
orders of General MacMahon; that the National
Garde Mobile should go to the camp of St. Maur at
\ tucennes, and that the Emneior should go

'

to
Paris, where his duties cal.ed him.
When this decision was learned by the govern-

meut it excited an animated opposition. several
objections were put forward. "Fans," it was said
'is In a perfect state of defence; lis garrison is
numerous. Tne army of Chalons ought to bo em-
ployed in breaking the blockade of Metz; the Na¬
tional Garde Mobile would be a danger to the tran-
quiility of thcfcapital; the character of General
Trochu Inspires no confidence; In fact, the return
of the Emperor to Paris would be very ill-Inter¬
preted by pubile opinion."
Nevertheless, it was decided to carry ont the

orders of the Emperor, while the propriety of suc¬
coring Bazaine was still insisted upon. But the
I)uke of Magenta Informed the Minister of War that
the march towards Metz would be one of the great¬
est Imprudence, and pointed out all the dangers of
such au operation. *

Practically, at tills Jjeflod, the Prussian armies
occupied the two sides of a triangle, of which we
had to traverse the third side. Prince Frederick
Charles was blockading Metz with 210,0O1) men. The

and Joined on his right the armv of the Crown
Prince of Prussia, who, at the head of 160,000 men.
had established his headquarters at Bar-le-Dno.
The Marshal, therefore, declared that he was not

willing to expose troops, still imperfectly organized.
In making an extremely perilous flauk march In
the iu< # or an enemy very superior in point of num¬
bers; aud he announced that he was going to make
his way towards Kheims, from whence he could
£roceed either to Solssons or to Paris. "It

only," said he, "under tne walls of the capi¬
tal that my army, when rested and reoonsti-
tilted, will be able to offer the enemy any
Serious resistance." In consequence of this, the
army was led toward Rhefms, on the 2lst, and
took up its position behind that city. But the lan¬
guage of reason was not understood In Paris; it was
wlaiied, at an hazards, to give public opinion the
empty hope tliut Marshal Bazaine could still he suc¬
cored, and the l>uko of Magenta received from the
Council of Ministers, to winch had been joined the
Privy Council and the Presidents of the two Cham-

Metz
* m0Sl es8lng lnJullctton to march towards

Marshal MacManon, a man, above all things, of
anty, obeyed, and resolved to run the chance which
was placed before him. Anything which resembled
n sacnnc for the public good recommended itself
to his noble soul aud he was flattered by the Idoa
t lat, by attracting towards himself all the forces
ttL 5«1\erpJt he was for the moment delivering
o..Jl'AV ,ttVU Blving u t,me 10 «"l*h its

meuts of defence. As to the Emperor, he
inu vn,... °PI)0M,l0tJ- Ii could not enter Into

I »
advice or the government

| and ol t.m Empress Regent, who had shewn so

in-pjiil-Mt"tin! ii'ce antl energy m the mi'ist or thq
greatest difficulties, ulthough lie perceived that his
own miiuence was being completely nullified, since
lit; was acting neither as head of the government
nor as head of the array. H« decided to follow In
person the movements or the army, fully sensiole
however, tnat If ho met with success all the raerii
wonid in justice be ascribed to the Commander-m-
Chief; and tnat, In case of a reverse, Its responsibil¬
ity would fall upon the head orthe State. It will not
be unprolltable here to consider of what eloments
the Army of Chalons was composed, 'ihe
First corps, formed principally out of regiments
from AJrica. had given proels at Fretschweiler of
a her oic bravery which only the crushing numeri¬
cal superiority or the enetny had been able to con-
qner. vividly impressed by the defeat and by the
tremendous erects of the Prussian artillery, these
troops came away froth the field of battle with dis¬
satisfied and mutinous feelings, which the retreat
upon Chalons, long and mCMSant marches, and
physical privations, had still further aggravated.
Marshal MacMahon did not shut his eyes to this fact,
and considered that, before leading them again nn-

" ' * 'rave been wise to gtvo them re-
pose *u<I time en<
, . __ough to strengthen themselves
alter their defeat. Theso were the oldest of our vet¬
erans. Covered with the renown which rightfully
belongs to the soldiers of Africa, they had amply
ju*tu,0dlt, The spectacle of their discouragement.

Hc«n t>y tiie rc.it of the armr, was*, therefore, doubly
to l>e leared.
The Fmii corps was* already specially feeling Its*

eflVot, exhausted, like the other, by forced marches,
which had taken it from Hltohe across the Vosges,
by NeuU'hateuu and Haute Marno to the cauio at
Chalons, having lost without a fight a portion or Its
equipments and almost all its baggage, the Fifth
corps had an appeurnnce of indifference and d hoi-
ganlzatlon of a nature to inspire .the most lively
anxiety.
The seventh corps, whose tardy organization was

scarcely nulshed, had certaluly not encountered the
same trials as tnc two foregoing ones; but, in con-
scqueuce of the long march from the rear, which
hud brought It from Belfort, through Paris, (o the
camp of Chalons, it did not show such solidity us
tnlght have been desired.
As 10 the Twelfth corps, of very recent formation,

it comprised elements of different degrees of value.
'The Fir-l division was composed of new regiments,
upon which we had reason to depend: the Second,
.l lour marching regiments, formed oat of four
battalions, with incomplete staff, and of soldiers
who had never fired a gun; and, laatiy, the Third di¬
vision was composed out of four regiiuenta of ma¬
rines, who bore themselves bravely at Sedan, but
who, little accustomed to long marcnes, dotted the
roads with stragglers.
Such were the troops upon whom was to be Im¬

posed a most dtiUuult and most dangerous cam-

'llie army, therefore, retraced Its steps and left
Hhelma on the Akl; but scarcely had it made a march
towards establishing itself en the Buippe, at liethui-
vllle, when commissariat difficulties obliged Marshal
MucMabon to re-approach the line of the railway.
Ho made a movement on Ills left and reached Retbel
ou the 24th. In order to obtain for bis troops several
days' subsistence. This distribution ocoupled the
whole or the day or the 26th. From Kethel the head¬
quarters were transported to Tourterou.
Since the commencement of the war the Prtnoe

Imperial, despite his youth, bad always accompanied
bis lather, und, amid all the inoldenls of the cam¬
paign, had shared Its fatigues. Hut, in view of the
exceptional dangers which threatened as, the Mar¬
shal insisted, with the Kmperor, that the Prince Im¬
perial should be removed from the theatre ol war.
lie therefore set out, to his father's great regret, for
Mi'Zieres, and thence entered Belgium, wnere he
learned the news of the capitulation of Redan,
on the 27th the army arrived at La Obdue-Popu-

leux. At this place the army of the Prince or Sax¬
ony had effected Its Junction with that of the Prince
Royal or Prussia, and the^r vanguards had alreadycome to blows with the corps or Generals De Faillr
and Douay. The Marshal, observing tljat pi>« enemy
were gaining upon him, resolved, in order to save
the sole army which France had at her disposition,
lo turnback in a westerly directum. lie Imme¬
diately gave orders to this effect; but dnrlng the
night he received by telegraph formal Injunctions to
continue his march toward Met/,: unquestionably,the Emperor could have countermanded this «.idor,
but he was resolved not to oppose the decision of
the Regency, and had resigned Ulo',setf'to submit to
the consequences of the la'i'my which attached It¬
self to all the resoluii^mt of the government. As
far J;!}? Pal? Q? Magenta, he ugaln l^iwed to the
decision mide Known from Paris, and 6nce moreturned toward Met^ ^*.1 a, ¦¦ »¦ .¦" -

These orders counter-orders occasioned de-lays lr» the movements. Headquarters reachedBffntie on the 28th. Unfortunately, the different
corpt Wartnie, separated from each other, were
unable to group themselves around this position,and those ol He Failiy aud Douay were attacked
separately.
The intention or the Marshal was to reach

Steuay, and lrom thence MontinCdy. lint the
enemy was already In strength In the first of these
jyyotpwps, TUe Prussian army had made forced
marches, while we, encumbered with baggage, had
occupied six days with fatigued troops In marchingtwenty-five leagues. We were tbereforo obliged to
establish headquarters at liaucourt, in order to passthe Meuse at Mouzon.

While, on the morning of August 80, a portion or
the army effected this movement, already executed
on the previous evening by Geueral .Lebrun, the
corps ef De Puilly aud Douay, still on the left bank
of the Meuse, became engaged near Beaumont with
the vanguard o. the main body of the Prussian army.De Fallly's corps, sharply pushed by the attacking
troops, fought well for several hours, but it was
finally thrown back in disorder towards Mouzon.
The brigade sent to support it was Involved In the
retreat. As for General Douay arriving at Remllly,he was obliged to cross the narrow passage or the
Meuse, which offered the greatest difficulties. Con¬
fusion took place also among his troops. Finally,the corps or Ducret reached Carlgnan after a long
and painrul march.
For the third time Marshal MacMahon was com¬

pelled to abandon the project of going to the succor
of Marshal Bazaiae; and dnrlng the night of the
sotb, the events of the day having shown him the
Impossibility of reaching Montmedy, he gave the
order to withr *withdraw upon Sedan. This city, classed
as a fortress, is commanded on all sides and Inca¬
pable or resisting the power ef new artillery, It
was, moreover, Imperfectly an\ed and badly pro¬visioned, possessed no exterior works and offered no
shelter to an army In retreat. In fact, It had no Im¬
portance, except that It is joined to MCzlerea and
Parts by the railway, which, passing by Hirson, was
the means of reprovisionlng the army.
The troops, weakened by contlnuons marches, af¬

fected by successive checks, fell back without much
order towards Sedan, where they arrived, harassed
and exhausted, on the night or the 3i>th and VUemorning of the 31»t. v .

The Emperor, who, on the evening of the soth was
at Carlgnan, with the corps of Genet at Duerot, whereheadquarters ww established, received jhe same
evening the news of the movement or retreat, ana
the advice from Marshal MacMahon to take the rail¬
way to Sedan. Nothing could haye been easier for
the Kmpeior than to go on fo Mezlores, and thus
secure Ills personal safety. The proposition to do so
was uladc to him: but he rejocted it, desirous not
to separate from the army, aud determined to share
its fate, whatever It might be. On the morning of
flie 8ist the following proclamation was issued tytoe lioopj:..' *

.y ...

Soldikbs I.The opening event! of the WAr not havingbeen fortunate, I determines to set n«lde all pergonal comld-
eratloni and give the command of our armiei to the mar¬
shals more particularly ludicutcii by public opinion.Up to the present time success has not crowned yourefforts; nevertheless, I learn that the army of Marshal Ba-
xalne has reformed under the walls of Metz, and that of
Marshal MacMahon met yesterday only a slight reverse.
There Is, then, no reason to be discouraged. We have pre¬vented the enemy from penetrating to the capital, and all
France Is rising to drive back ber Invaders. Under these
serious circumstances.the Empress wortnllv representing
mem Farts.I have preferred the rdlr of soldier to that or
sovereign. No eff ort shall be spared by me to save our coun¬
try. It altll contains, tfaanlc God t men of courage; and, If
tuere arc cowards, the military law and public contempt will
mete out justice to them.

Soldiers, he worthy of your old reputation t God will not
abandon our country It all do their duty.
Given at the imperial headquarters, at Sedan, Attgnst 81,U7U. NAPOLEON.
This proclamation, which we had barely time to

distribute, was ttie last appeal which the Emperoraddressed to his soldiers.
While the French army took up Its position around

Redan the Prussians, to the number of 230.000, con¬
tinued their match upon our track, and arrived at
nearly the same moment as ourselves In sight of the
towu. It was too late to avoid the battle which theyoffered, and which we were now obliged to accept,
in the disadvantageous position where we had been
driven.
Our four corps d'armde were massed, not farfrom the city, tn the order assigned for the move¬

ment of retreat. The (Seventh corns, which formed
the rear guard on the inarch towards Metz, was
now at the head, across the departmental roadfrom Mezlores to the west of Redan, occupyingthe ground from Flolng to Calvaire d'HIy. TheFirst corps extended from the Petlto Moncelie to
Givonnes and D'Atgny. The Fifth corps was postedpartially In the town, partially on the heights whichcommand on the southeast the gully of Givonnes.
The Twelfth corps occupied La Moncelie, La Petite
Moncolle and La Platlnene, near Bazetlies.
The army was thus formed In a semicircle ronndthe tQwn, the two wings leaning on tne Meuse.

Never Wis an army placed in such an unfavorable
situation. Generally, a well-deflnod plan or opera¬tion is followed, assuring a line or retreat, on wbicn
are the reserves, the ambulances, Ac. Here, on the
contrary, our troops risked being surrounded on all
sides, without any line of retreat; and, If they had
the misfortune to attempt to take refuge In the city,they could only precipitate themselves into an Inex¬
tricable defile, through narrow gates and streets,encumbered with wagons and baggage.
Such was, nevertheless, the consequence of a planof campaign imposed from Purls, and contrary to

the most elementary principles of the art of war.
On ttie morning of the iilst the corpt of General

Lebrun had ulready been engaged, and had sus¬
tained the struggle with equal energy and conrago.But the army of the enemy, relying upon the superi¬ority of numbers, had divided its forces Into two
principal masses, wlilch were to attack separately.the ono by the right and the other by the lert. His
object was to turn the two wings of our army, and,by reuniting again upon the heights behind Sedan,
to entirely surround It. A reserve corps, composed
of infantrv and a large body of cavalry, drawn up In
the plain hear Doncher.v, was so placed as to pre¬vent anv communication with Mezieres. und the
opposite batteries upon the left bank of the Meuse
were bristling with a numerous artillery, which
flunked the fire of the right bank.
Under these circuiastauces, it appeared to as that

only one last resource remained by which the armyconld be saved, and that was to take up a line of
retreat upon ttie neutral territory of Belgium. It
was too late to attempt to break through, either on
the east, towards Carlgnan, or to the west, towards
MdziCres, for In both directions the army would
have found itself exposed to a cross fire, in the pre¬
sence of superior forces.!
But to escape from an Investment, and to effect a

safe retreat, it was necessary to occupy In force the
heights of lily and Givonne; to abandon the town of
Sedan to its own resources; to face about, aud to
retire by the roads leading Into Belgium.
By crowning wltn a numerous artillery the heightswhich have been mentioned, It was to be hoped that

the enemy would have been held in check nna the
retreat efficaciously covered. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the two generals who succeeded MacMahon,after he was wounded, in the command or the army,each proposed a different plau, and, as a conse¬
quence, the plateau of lily, winch was the most im¬
portant position, was but feebly occupied.Before five o'clock on the morning of September lthe attack commenced towards the east at Razelllcs,extending to Moncolle and Givonne, and to the west
upon the nelgnts of Flolng.
At llvq o'plwk Marshal MacMahon proceeded tothe Advanced posts near Bazellles, and sent to in¬

form tho Emperor, who mounted his horse and has¬
tened to tho field of battle. On his wav he met the
Marshal, who was being carried back to Sedan,wounded by the splinter of a shell. This uutortu-
nate event at the commencement of the action was
an evil omen; the army had unbounded confidence
In the bravery and skill or the Duke of Magenta,lie had resigned his commaud to Geueral Duerot,
who watt fully informed <jl his plaits Geueral Win-

pffen, however, being the senior officer, and produc¬
ing a letter of authorization Irom the Minister of
War, demanded' and obtained the supremo com¬
mand. This substitution was productive of grievous
consequences; tor It la irau,rh' with danger to

cliauge arrangement* previously mado while a bat¬
tle la being lought.
For nearly two hours the troopa m untamed with

vigor an unequal light- liui aliotu this time tlio
army of the Crown Prince of Prussia, coming from
the west, effected a Junction upon the plateau of
Illy with the Crown Prince of Saxony's men, who
were marching from the east, and the French army
found Itself entirely eueoiupus.-ed. From that ilmo
the battle might be cousblcred lost and our army

firlaouers; for, cut off from MdzlCres, w hence It drew
is supplies and ammunition. It could oniy letire be¬
hind the formications of .sedan, wliero It would tie-
come a central point exposed to the tire ol 600 can¬
non placed rouud ita clrcumlerenco. Moreover,
neither ttio efforts of the dlffcreut commanders of
corpB d'aruide and ol the officers generally; neither
the heroism of our artillery nor the bruiiaut charges
ol our cavalry.nothing, lu tact, could arrest the re¬
treat of our troopa.
The Einperor was, from early morning, In front of

the village of llalan, where, as has been said, the
Twelfth corps, commanded by General Lebrnn, was
heavily engaged with tho enemy, and welt main¬
tained its position; tneuce he aaceudad the slopes of
Moncelle, crowned with batteries of artillery, from
whence there was a comprehensive view of most of
the battle Held. He tnen rode along by the bottom
of Ulvoune, meeting a great number of wounded,
and among them the brave colonel of the Firth line
regiment stretched upon a Utter. Seeing wno was

passiug, he raised himself and oried repeatedly
"Vive I'Empereur I".a touching testimony of the
attachment which the army bore lor its sovereign
Kcascendlng I lie Heights. the Emperor was rejo.ned
for a moment by ueneral Wlmpffeu. At all these
points the eariit was ploughed up by a prodigious
quantity of shells, falling from the right and leu,
.ml crossing 111 meir lire.

Alter having remained exposed to this hail of pro¬
jectiles lor live hours the Emperor returned to
(Sedan, In order to consult, if possible, with Mac-
Maiion. He then intended to return to the ilclu of
battle, bnt this he was not permitted to do. The
stree is, the squares, the gates were nocked up wuli
all the impedimenta that an army m precipitous re¬

treat ceilects in Its train.vehicles of every descrip¬
tion, rubbish of all sorts heaped up pell-mell. On
the heights at the gates of the lown, lion ever, the
remainder of the army was still fighting; but the
Corps, not being able to unite, could offer no longer
any coptblnei] dgfomje...
About half-past three o'clock General Wimpffen

seul aii officer to propose to the Emperor that he
should place himself lu tbo middle of a column of
men who would endeavor to cut their way through
the enemy la the direction or Carignan. The Em¬
peror, Vno had recognized the impossibility of leav¬
ing me place on norseback, replied that ne could

fiot rejoin the general.[one of the officers who can-'
o offer to the Emperor w cut him a passage t'.l0Ui/M
tlto enemy was nlmseir unable to r- Geneial
WimpffenJ.that, moreover, he could not consent to
save himself by the saorlflcq of a great number of
bis soldiers «".«

^ ^ ^ WM fletefinlned to share
ine fate of his army. The proposition of General
Wimpffen, as events proved, had mil iiie s'ugulell
chance ol success. He wished, nevertheless, to
make this desperate attempt, but he could only as-
beiuble 2,000 men, and, alter having advaucedaoo
paces, he himself recognized the futility of ins effort
and was lorced to return into the town.
Then it was that the commanders of the corns

fflannte came and announced to the Emperor that
their trodps, Alter having sustained lor nettrly twelve
hours an unequal fight, wcqkeucd by fatigue and
hunger, could no loagtr offer any serious resistance.

In fact, the soldiers, driven back against the iva is
and thrown Into the ditches, were decimated by
the enemy's artillery; aud Sedan Itself, ciiokcd with
toe debris or all the corps, was being bombarded on
all sides.
The shells set the honses on fire and struck the

wounded, who had been carried into them. 'J he
great barracks, converted Into a hospital, upon the
top of which floated the red cross flag, were not
spared, and men and horses, huddled up in the
courtyard, were continually bit. Many or the offi¬
cers and men were killed in the streets swept by the
enemy's fire; among them two generals.
The Emperor then endeavored to make known to

General Wimpffen the advisability of asking for an
armistice, since every moment of deiuy only in¬
creased the number of victims. Net receiving auy
ndlngs of tUe General, at the sight of so much use¬

lessly shed blood, and In such a hopeless situation,
the Emperor caused the white flag to be hoisted
upon the citadel.
At the aame time the King of Prussia sent an

officer to bedan to demand the surrender of the
place. The Emperor, not being in command or the
army, referred him to General Wimpffen. The lat¬
ter, looking at the gravity of the sltuution, and not
wishing to take upon himself the initiative of the
capitulation, sent in his resignation, which was not
accepted.
The Emperor, convinced, according to the assert

tlons of the press, that the King had declared Uiai
he made war not against France, but against tier
sovereign, did not nesitate to constitute himsell a
prisoner, hoping that, the object of the war being
attained by the sacrifice ot his liberty, tiie con¬
queror would be less exacting towards France and
the army. He addressed to the King, by one of his
officers, the following letter:.
Rim (my brother. Monsieur mon frere)-Not hertn ' been

ab.e to die In the midst of my troups, It only rema ns for mo
to plsee my eword in the heads of your Mniumy. I ain of
your Mejesty the good brother (bon rrure. iNAfohiiON.
The King replied as follows:.
Ribs (My brother. Monsieur men fr.ro)-Rojrrottln* the

circumslaucee under whlcn we meet, I accept tne sword of
your Mejesty, end I prey you to uams one of your oilier*
provided wiia full powers to treat for the cepttuiedon of the
army, wbloh has so bravely fought under your command.
On my side, I have named Ueueial Mohko lor tbie purpose.
1 am of vour Majesty tbe good brother, WILLIAM.
BKVOMM SEDAN, Sept. 1, 1670. m__

General Wimpffen betook hlmselTfo ffie Prusslan
headquarters, in order there to discuss the terms
of surrender. During the Interview the French
General tried to obtain more favorable terms-
but General Molike replied:."Your ariny does
not number at this moment more than 80,000
men; we have 230,000, who completely surround
you. Our artillery is everywhere lu position, aud
cau destroy the place In two hours, your troops
can only go out by the gates, aud cannot possibly
form before them. You have provisions for only
one day, and scarcely an? mere ammunition, in
such a situation tho prolongation of your derenee
would be ouiy a useless massacre, the responsibility
of^whlch must rest upon those who wilt not prevent

On his return to Sedan General Wimpffen assem¬
bled a council of war, composed of about tliirly-iwo
general officers, and with but two dlsseuiicnt voices
It was decided that any fresh struggle would but en¬
tail the useless loss ol thousands of men ; and the
capitulation was signed.
The 2d of September was a day the evil-omened

memories of which will never be effaced from our
mind.
M. de Bismarck had sent word to tho Emperor

the previous evening, that the King of Prussia
offered him an interview on the morrow. Conse¬
quently the Emperor loft Sedan on the morning of
tne 2d, and sent to mtorm Count Bismarck ot iiis
arrival, asking him where was the place fixed udou
for the Interview. He waited for the Chaucctlor of
the North German Confederation in a small house
upon tho road to Doucherry. Bismarck dtu not long
delay in meeting him. In tho conversation that en¬
sued the Emperor hastened to declare that, as he
had g.yen full powers to the Kegeucy, with it u lone
could negotiations for peace be concluded; that he
merely delivered Ills own person Into the hands of
the King, claiming nothing for himself, but appeal¬
ing to his generosity tor the army and for France
He added that, the war having been uulortuuate
he would not altogether throw off the responsi¬
bility which lay upon him, out that, nevertheless
he was bound to state that lie had only oboyea a
violently excltea national feeling. The papers
have made a crime of these words of the Emperor
However, both in his proclamation lolheurruy on
the eve ol his departure from Parts aud in his an¬
swer to the President of the Corps L 'gislatif, ire had
expressed the sumc thought wheu he said."tve
have done all in our power to avoid war, and I can
say that It Is the entire nation which lies, in its irre¬
sistible Can, prompted our resolution." Tins state-
ment was indispensable, since every day ti e
Emperor is still accused of having drawn the swonl
in a dynastic Interest. The two sovereigns met in
the Chateau of Belle Vuc, in tho outskirts of Sedan
At this conference tne King showed the loftv iecl-
lngs which animated him by exhibiting to tne Em¬
peror all the consideration wluch his misfortunes
demanded, and tho Emperor preserved an attitude
of the utmost dignity. General Wirnpii'en, who had
told the Emperor that the army counted upon ffis
intervention with the King of Prussia for beitr-r
conditions, was Informed of the lrultlessness of tits

Such Is the recital of the military operations
winch terminated so unhappily in the surrender of
the army at Sedan, so tremendous a disaster
should not only wring from ui our tears.it should
also be pregnant with tn,ti uciton and should furnish
lessons never to be forgotten.
The successes of Prussia are due to the superiority

of numbers, to the rigorous discipline oi her army
ana to the empire, exercised throughout Germany
by the principle of authority. May our un¬
happy fellow connirynien who are prisoners
at least profit, during their sojourn in Prussia,
by appreciating that which gives strength to a
country.the powers that be respected, tho law
obeyed, tho military and patriotic spirit dominating
all Interests aud ah opinions. Certainly Hie struggle
wa- disproportionate, but It would have been long r
sustained and less disastrous for our arms if military
operations had not been unceasingly subordinate to
political considerutions. We should also have bceu
bel ter prepared if the Chambers had not incessantly
been desirous of reducing tlie war budget, and had
they not always opposed any measure to increase
the natiomil forces. Fifteen days before the declara¬
tion of war tho Committee ou the Budget In the
Corps LCgtslauf expressed an intention to suppress
the Imperial Guard and to reduce the cflectlvo
strength of the army.
To these principal causes of onr reverses we must

add the lamentable habits introduced lino the army
by the wars In Africa. Want of discltpine, want of
cohesion, absence of order, exaggeration of the
weight carried by the soldier and or the quantity ol
baggage of the officers.these a:e the abu.so.s which
have been introduced Into our armies. The French
foot soldier, formerly noted for the rapidity of bis
march, is boconto heavier than tho German In¬
fantryman. Carelessness of bearing uffccts military
spirit: our officers and soldiers seem to lie no longer
proua to wear their uniforms and the ruedly of cos¬
tumes painfully affects the eye. This abandon In de¬
portment is reflected In everything else, one comes
across no more of that regularity, that love of duty,
that abnegation of self, wnich are tho first qualities
both of those who command and those who obey.
To sum up, the army always reflects the state of

society la which it has bcea formed. Ho long as
.uihorUr lu Frauce wan strong god respeguu Ute

constitution of the army presented a remarkable
solidity, but when the excesses of the tribune and
of the press were permitted to eniecble authority,
and to Introduce everywhere a spirit of criticism
and Insubordination the army felt the efTbcts of it.
Uod ifrant that the terrible drama which Is now

being enacted may serve as a lesson for tlio future,
and that our country may rise again from the catas¬
trophe which now overwhelms her.

RANDOM WEDLOCK.
A Queer f'ase la the Tombs.Jewish nign-

iii1st..The Female Offender with an Ex¬
perience of Foor Husbands.A Hebrew
Crowd.
Yesterday forenoon and alternoon the examina¬

tion room of the Tombs Police Court was crowded
with a number of Hebrews, whose curiosity was ex-

citod by a case of bigamy, In wbich two of their
religious persuasion were the principals. As la usual
011 occasions when a Hebrew Is In the hauds of Jus-
tlco. the clattering of tongues and the whirling
of chatra created considerable annoyance, while
the air ol the room was disagreeably redolent of
cigar smo&e. The canse or all this hubbub was that
on the 30th of October last a shoemaker named
Isaac Rosenthal, at present residing at 35 Marlon
.treet, but by birth a native of Russian Poland,
took into his heart to espouse a fat Jewess named
Plillla Jacobs, In utter forgetfulness of tne fact that
about ten years ago ne had gone through
a similar ceremony at oabama, Russian
Poland. The lady in the latter case was
tliQ same who now preferred against
him a charge of blganv, apd wljo only on Saturday
last, having been lent by a Jewish society, arrived
lu this city from England, bringing with her her
two children, wlio appeared yesterday lu court. The
testimony taken In the case Included a witness who
was present at tne marriage lu tiabaiua, and Isaao
bolomous, who was present at the second marriage,
which took place at aao Pearl street.
The second wife's name Is Phllta Jacobs, and this

woman It appears hail been already thrice married
and thrice divorced before sho drew Koseuthnl Into
the net of be'r cnaruts. Rosenthal Is about thirty
)£ars of age and of very Jewish cast of countenance,
and his wife B$oms to be over forty.a fact which
destroys much of the sensatioiml nonsense pub*
Ushed lu the afieruoou papers of yesterday in con¬
nection with this case. tars. Rosenthal was sent to
the ilouse of Detention, aud IsaiaVus held lu >2,oca

I to appear for trial. *,r" -.
"
.bail to appear

J"

1UE ELEVATED RA1 WAV.

« Hovr the Old Thin* Works".The Boiler
m- -- Kiin.nJ Liable to Burst.
The opening of the elevated railroad on the west

aide of the chy was annJ!^ced t0 take place ye8ter"

day morning. yj. tfwULlf reporter called at tR<?
starting point of the road, ready to risk life and limb
in order to test its safety, but he foutR} that
"the old thing didn't work" and was pre¬
vented from carrying Ut^ Jjfuardous enter¬
prise into operation. He was, however, informed by
one of the officials of the Hue that four round trips
had been periormed during the morning when the
boiler of the engine was found to be in an unsatis¬
factory condition, and, to avoid any accidents,
travel was stopped in order to make the necessary
repairs. Ue also explained that there aro many
difficulties experienced in operating this new
fnode or transit, as It Is the first of Us kind, but
no iurther interruptions are apprehended, and tue
line will run to-morrow morning. Four stations
have been opened along the route, and the line has
been subjeoted to a test of 80,794 pounds, which is
considered a satisfactory proof of its salety. Cars
will leave Dey street at seven A. M. to Twenty-ninth
street, and run at noarly Intervals from each end,
the whole distance to be performed in twenty min¬
utes. stopping at Franklin, Houston and Bethune
streets, Tho following Is the list of officers:.Presi¬
dent, W. L. Wallace; vice President, C. J. Harvey;
Secretary and Treasurer, H. W. Taylor.

TUE Bil'DOE DISASTER N M SSOIRI.

A Kpnn of the New Bridge at St. Charles
(fives Way and Precipitates Sixteen Men
Into the lllver Below.Five I.Ives Known
to be Lost.Others lnjnred or Missing.

[From the St. Louis Republican, Nov. 12.]
An appalling accident occurred at St. Charles,

Mo., yesterday afternoou, at the new bridge now
in course ol construction across the Missouri
river. The piers of the bridge are built and
the superstructure Is being placed In posi¬
tion, aud it was in connection with this
work that the accident Occurred, The first
chord of \iie snap springing from pier No. 1 (s In
course ol erection, and pre-ented a busy spectacle a
moment before tha accident o ourred, surrounded
by its network of scaffolding, among which a num¬
ber of workmen were actively engaged. Tne
accident, In addition iq resulting m serious loss of
life, occasioned much damage tp the works. The
halt ol the bridges wiiArd it occutrtyl JIf Ijytjyeen thefirst, and second piers. There were on this poi tioii
sixteen men at the time. Tuero were near the first
pier, two or three hundred feet from the St. pnnrlesbank of tho river, an engine and sleam derrick,
being used to hoist tne first chord of a span, au iron
CSffi.Jng of fly? tpns weight. This had been elevated
to sucu » oC-.ghi; It w$A almost leadr to be
nlxcpii in Mia dpairpfl *m<u. wlrft rnnt*placed la the desired spot vfliii ti'o VJM jojuiof the derrick sustaining It snapped wltu
great weight and tne ponderous iron mass fell ori
the fuise work beneath, and about loo ieet of
tno structure gave way. In a moment the scene
enacted was ol an appalling character. Amid
the Bliriens or the unhappy victims the engineaud fifteen men went down with the broken mass
of the umbers, and ltiuless aud mangled bodies were
soon flouting in the river beneath. One man jumpedlroni the engine on tue pier when he saw what was
going to happen, and In a tew seconds found himself
isolated, contemplating from his high and solitary
position the shocking sight below. The drowned
and killed were Captain Udell, Mr. Thompson,fotcman, and James Fannin, of St. Louis; Daniel
L. Carr, of Cleveland, Olilo, and two others. Tho
rest are reported to have been saved. The distanco
lroin tho top of the works to tne water was about
eighty or u inety feet. One of the meu who was
killed was got out alive but had a leg broken, and
had re 'eived other injuries. He lived hut a short
time. Two men among the saved were rath -r badlyinjured. One of the others succeeded In pulling olT
his coat while in the water, and swam ashore, drag¬
ging another mau out wno was unable to swim.
..None of tho bodies were brought to St. Louis, a
person who was present at the time of tho acci¬
dent, and who arrived In the city last night, stated
that twenty-five persons went down with the
timbers, and that twenty persons were killed or are
missing, irrteen bodies not having been recovered.
The disaster caused much consternation and excite¬
ment at si. Charles, and a large ciowd collected in
the vicinity. In this city during tbe evening it was
diiCcult to obtain precise Information of the disaster.
The officers of the North Missouri Itallroad looked
mysterious and "Knew nothing about it," as is gene¬
rally tho case with such officials in reference to
accidents. ._

MAYOR HALL AND THE LOTUS EATERS.
On Saturday evening last Mayor Hall inaugurated

his presidency of tills association by Inviting his
brother members to a pt tit aouper, through the
happy medium of Deiinonlco, at the cluo house,
Irving place, and the result was a numerous at¬
tendance and a brilliant evening. Mr. Arthur
Matthison, of Hie Fifth Avenue theatre, on behalf
of the club, read a poetical address of welcome to
Mayor Hall, one line of which neatly condenses the
diverse elements of the Lotus."We, a rare salad of
the law, Hie mart, stage, brush, musician's literati."
Mr. llall replied In au earnest and eloquent

speech, predicting a great future for tho club, and
claiming for it a speedy equality witn iho famous
Garrlck Club, of London; aud ho conducted the
business.that Is, tho pleasure of the evening.as
only an experienced, ready, witty diner out could.
Among the toasts wcro "'The Stage," oouplod with
the natne or Mr. Augusttn Daly; "Music," Dr. Pech
and Mr. 8. H. Mills; "Art," Mr. Rosenberg: "Com¬
merce," Mr. Miner; "Journalism," Mr. Roosevelt.
Recitations and songs from Messrs. Walt'-r Mont¬
gomery, iliiiklns, MattUison and Knox, Ac., min¬

gled pleasantly with the champagne frappCe, and
mirth aud goou fellowship ruled the feast.

MURDEROUS ASSAULT BY A NEGRO.
A colored mnn, who gave his name as Andrew

Zcadon, was arraigned before Foltce Justice Ualrd,
at YonKers, Westcnester county, yesterday morning,
for having used a razor with almost fatal eiTcct on

another dark skinned Individual named William
Johnson. It appears that both parties hnd been
employod at a hotel in the village named, and, after
getting into bed on Sunday night, became lnvol cd
in uu animated discussion on tne subject of
prize fighting. Tho debate having waxed too
warm for theoretical demonstration, both men
jumped from their bods, wuen, lusioad of
adhering practically to the Hue of argument, Zeadon
plunged a razor into Hie ueck ot his antagonist,
barely missing the Jugular vein, and followed ipis
up by Inflicting severe gashes on iho throat and face
of Johnson. Having by a desperate eilort secured
the weapon, tho latter, wblle covered with blood,
Staggered luto the street, whore his cries attracted
ihe notice ol officer Kiag, who subsequently arrested
the would-be murderer, on whose person another
razor was afterwards found. Tho accused was com¬
mitted without bail to await the action ol tie Grand
Jury.

ANOTHER ABORTION CASE.
Elisabeth Wenderwai, of No. 11 Oliver street, yes¬

terday appeared lu tho Tombs Police Court and com-
plainod that lu July la6t, being then enclente, she
availed herself of the services of a Mrs. Squatts,
who lives at No. 100 Elizabeth street, lor the purpose
of having a premature delivery caused, and tnnt
Mrs. Squatts gave her a compound which almost
emaciated her, and utterly destroyed her health.
Justice Hogaa cotqqiUtei} the agcusoa to answer,

THE BELT BiHKOW STR'RE.

The Care Still Running, bat Guarded by
Pallee.The Httlkcra Firm and Indignant-
The atrlke on the part of the drivers on the east-

era division of the Belt Railroad was maintained
yesterday wltu great stubbornness, and with con¬
siderable Inconvenience to the residents through
whose districts their cars run. The origin of tha
strike, as reported In the Hmto of Saturday last,
was the discharging of eight men on tne 6th Inst,
who had been prominent leaders In the strike that
occurred on this line seven weeks ago.
Immediately It was made known among those who

remained In the servlco of the company that thesd
men had been discharged, a great outcry was raised
against Mr. Terry, Superintendent of the road,
and a threat was conveyed to him to the
eiiect tnat If ho did not reinstate tha
eight men by the 12th of November the whole
of the men in tne employ of the company would
strike. No notice was taken of this annonnoement
by the president, and consequently on Sunday
morning last forty-six of the drivers refused to re¬
sume their labors. A few, however, started as
usual, but did not remain long at their posts, as the
whole force of the Drivers' Association was brought
to bear against them, and they were compelled tp
desist shortly after twelve o'clock.
Yesterday morning a number of new bands were

employed and arrived at the depot In Thirty-sixth
street at six o'clock to reoeive Instructions, but had
it not been for the presence of a large body of police
at trie place It would have been lmP«£slble to have started a single car. The old
drivers having received an Intimation of the ar»
rangement, asssmbled|tn force, and loaded the new
men with abuse and threatened to upset the oarp
and "go for them," but the aottve measures on tip
part or the police prevented a disturbance, bevera!
cars were started amid the ourses and shoots of thp
men who bad "turned out," eaoh driver being ao-
oompanled by two policemen, oae on either
side, and It was so managed that nP
person was allowed to ride outside on Van
ears, In order to prevent the men being
tampereu with. Despite these precaqudns one
car was left by the driver standing on the traok at
Twenty-seventh street at eight p'old^ thPftpon
given by the man being that ie did not wish ipfight against so many pnd inat he did not consider
H splo [o be on the «*".» under the circumstances. It
was afterwards ascertained that he had been pre,
vatleu upon by two of the men on strike to quit thp
car Hi tlife manner and at the place named. The of-
Are at the depot was b98leged throughout yesterday
by ihe old hauda, some in a state or intoxication,
threatening vengiabee and destruction against tne
oiilcers of the company, and stating that every on#
of tho now men would be re^'ctnnfcrea by }heitt
trying to defeat them frustrate iho'" aUsigiia,
Nothing fur"u ll5 jr way of demonstration o<y

y^erdiy worthy of remark, buta numbef
, stated,,hut they^ "ol

sumo wuu uuuu..... "r~!.r?r* co.i<3ttion®
company sought to impose; that the company Useragreed to allow thorn the additional twenty-flvecenli
on Sundays, but that aitey the first week followingfills arrangement they sought to withdraw the con*
ce3-l;m again and put tliem on duties Involving
eighteen JUmrs a day. It was expected that new
oil leers would be eleciod yesterday to manage thp
ariutrs or ihe line, but It was not known at the de¬
pot If this hud been done. About twenty cars were
running last evening at Ave o'clock, but it was
necessary to guard each one agatrst any attempt
that might be made by the old drivers. It Is ex¬
pected that the strike will continue for soma
days yet.

THE ELECTION RIOT H BATON ROUGE.

Attempted Seizure of the Ballot Boxes.1The
military Called Out.Four Men Killed and
Over Twenty Wounded.Prompt and Kfli¬
c-lent Action of the Nineteenth Infantry.

[Baton Kongo correspondence (Nov. 8) Now Orleans
Republican.]

About nine o'clock on the evening of election day
(Monday, November 7), one or the most cold-blco led
and (Ungraceful outraged toolt blace In Baton
RougO that have been recorded for a long time.
On Sunday evening a band of democrat*
came Into town and marched through the streets,
shouting and hooting lu a disorderly way. The
activity of its members and the rumors spread
about let every one know that tnere waa a poaak
bility of trouble during the election. Yesterday
(Monday) was a very still day; in fact, too quiet nqf
to excite notice. The merchants closed their shops,
and all day the people of all parties voted la
a quiet, unexampled manuer. The pl&fi
agreed upon by the rioters was that, fit a sig¬
nal given by striking the fire bells a certain
number of times, they should rash forth, armed, and
attack the Court House, after the voting was over,
destroy the ballot boxes and kill such republloansas might come In their way. Everything had bqeg
well arranged. The democrats stationed their men"
near tue [joint) of the United States Marshal, and
pickets at different points, oue near the bar.
racks, to prevent lu'erwygfl with the Unlt-ed
States forces, and, at the pVftptof * moiiienV
tbe signal was given and the work of destruction
commenced. A rush was mfidc for the Court Housft
just as the commissioners of election were about to
open the ballot-boxes and count the votes, the poll*
having been closed some time. The windows and
doors were thrust open, volleys of pistol shots
were fired Inie the court rooms, the tpol? made a
dash through the rooms, toil, the ins being put out,Hicv were obliged to Strike 5 jnfitctt befol-i tliejculljd pfteeea.-Jn tho m6aatlfae J. 9. Chapman,ioinmisslcner of ejections, made bis escape through
a side window witu one of the ballot boxes. Yf. H.
Van Ornurh, ynitod Stawl Cqmmlsslonei1, quickly
concealed two ballot boxes under feofne old recoiaa
and himself in a small closet, where be remained
undiscovered, although his hiding place wad several
times approached. Two or three colored men hid
themselves In the upper part of the building. HenryWilliams and Charles Morse, both colorod, were una¬
ble lo e.-cape, and boih were slut.Williams throughthe head and killed, and Morse through the thigh.Foiled In not getting possession of tha oa lot boxes,they commenced smashing the furniture, tearing up
papers, Ac. They fortunately .overturned au euor-
inous table, which fell ori the polling books, hidingthem lrom view, and thus preventing their destruc¬
tion. The gas fixtures were torn down, tne records
of the court und all the documents in the Clerk's
room were scattered in every direction. Soon alter
the firing commenced la tho streets a deputy
United States marshal made las way to the
barracks and called upon tbe commanding
officer for assistance, stating that the Marshal's
house was surrounded by armed men. Captain E.
S. Meyer, commanding the post, quickly moved two
companies of the Nineteenth iufautry to the scene ol
action, where he was soon joined by United States
Deputy Marshal Shorten, who had forced his way
paat his assailants through a shower of bullets.
Near a me market house aoout thirty of the
ringleaders, armed, were surprised and ar¬
rested. Many ol the revolvers taken from the
prisoners were already hot from having been flred.
A line of riotors, armed with muakeis and shot
guns, formed across North Boulevard street, but
they quickly fled at sight, of tho soldiers. Colored
men were shot down la the street wherever found.
The number of republicans, mostly colored, shot
during the rioting was about twenty, besides four
killed outright. Among the wonnded were.»
Schoonmaker, deputy United States marshal, and
Joseph L'Oillciel. the latter shot through the right
lung a ii<l not expected lo live. Only one democrat
was injured.
Had not the military acted with great promptness

every colored man lu town would probably have
been killed, and much property destroyed. As it
was, tho rifting for the time being was suppressed,
but things still look threatening. Ma)or Elam lias,
by his own desire, turned the city over to the mllb
tary authorities, who will preserve tho peace at ail
costs.
Not a single ballot box was lost er a seal broken,

and the voles are being counted tills morning.
Loih tho United states Commissioner and United

States .Marshal are busy tills morning, and all the
rioters arrested are to oe brought to trial under the
new law, approved by the President May 31,1870.

REPORTER.
A despatch from tho Dopnty Unlteu States Mar¬

sh d at Raton Kongo to United States Marshal
Puokardon '1 ucsda.v reads tints! -
Supervisor and counters of ballon attacked by an armed

mob; bnl on hi,re J. Four dead and about twenty wounded;
nil republicans. Marshal .Scboonmaicer wounded; L'Oflialal
whs killed. United Platen forces work well with me. More
trouble nntlcii Med. Arrested about thirty of tbe leaders.
The Marshal telegraphed yesterday to know If

more troops were required to keep tho peace or
make arrests, to which the Deputy Marshal replied:.
Captain Meyer, comman UuPtntoi tbni ha ii able to pre-

irura dm peaeo tiud ma*e wd arren u, under any and all oir
oainstaueen.
Marshal Packard has given instructions for the

removal ol the prisoners from Baton Kongo to a
piece of security.
Mr. L'Oillciel, who died from wounds received at

the hands of the rioters, was a member elect of tha
Uonso of Representatives, and a republican.

FEAT 0.1 TiiE TBQTT.N8 Tllitf.
Murphy drove Mr. Kouncr'i horse Joe Elliott

a mile and repeat yesterday altcmoon ovtf
Prospect Park. The wind was cold and brlsk-
and the track out of condition. Messrs.
Isaac Harvey, lliram Howe and John Drew
officiated as .indgos, while several prominent turl-
mcii were present. First niilo.Quarter, 37^seconds;
half-mile, l:14: Inst half mile in tlie wonderful time of
I:i>9, making the nine in 2:2.'. Second ui.le.Quar¬
ter, 30 seconds; half mile, 1:1 i\\\ last half
mile lu l:u9; mile In 2:21>J, ana cuiuo home without
a break lu cither mile" Dun Prtfor, who Is an
acknowledged judge of speed, pronounced It an un¬

precedented leal, when tiie lateness of tho season
was taken into consideration.

Tuapj! ov Nuw Zealand..The import trade of
New Zealand for 1308 consisted of £313,300 in iron,
hardware, cut Icry, Ac., £567,764 lit drapery, £293,004
In raw and roilned sugar. £214,793 lu toa, £113,431 id
brandv, £01,002 In tobacco, £87,267 In wine and
other articles; the total v:Pue or which amounted to
£4.086,748 sterling. The colony exported lu tho saino
year gold and gold dust to Hie value of £2,492,721
sterling: gnm, valued at £72,493; potatoes, to the
value of £l,267t timnor or all kinds, to tho value of
£16,843. and 28,876,133 pounds of wool, Valued at
£1,613,643; the whole amounting lo £4,4.:u,l98, ad
Comparet| with £4,344,078 Ju (he previous year.


